Conqress of the United Stateg
PHouse of Wepregentatives

IMashington, DL 20515
May 9, 2012
The Honorable Patrick R. Donahoe
Postmaster General
475 L'Enfant Plaza SW

Washington, D.C. 20260
Dear Mr. Donahoe:

We write to urge you to extend the May 15 moratorium on post office and mail processing
facility closures until the Congress has completed action on postal reform legislation, including any action
that would result in cuts to rural postal services such as cutting back hours at rural facilities. The recent
Senate passage of the 21st Century Postal Service Act of 2012 (S. 1789) is evidence that Congress is
moving toward putting the United States Postal Service (USPS) on a path to sustainability.

We understand that the USPS cannot sustain itself under its current system, and we agree it is up
to Congress to act. There are, however, 2 number of cost saving provisions in the Senate bill that require
consideration, including access to $11 billion that USPS overpaid into federal retirement accounts. In
addition, the bill would reduce the amount of money that USPS has to prefund for retiree health benefits
by amortizing the costs over 40 years and re-calculating those costs more appropriately. Finally, the bill
would allow the postal service to provide additional services, creating more opportumty for additional
revenue. Without an extension of the May 15 moratorium, Congress will not be given the opportunity to
fully consider these cost-saving provisions.

Furthermore, we also urge you to recognize the disastrous impact that the closings of Area Mail
Processing Centers and other facilities across the country would have on local and national
unemployment. The USPS is a major employer around the country and employs over 500,000 workers.
With an unacceptably high unemployment rate, it would be particularly inopportune for the USPS to close
facilities.

Again, we urge you to extend the May 15 moratorium to allow Congress time to finalize
comprehensive postal reform legislation that would take meanmgful steps to create a financially sound
future for the USPS, while leavmg intact the important services Americans rely on and expect. It is
critically important the postal service not preempt Congresswnal action by unilaterally progressing with
elimination of overnight delivery, allowing for major shutdowns across the country of mail processing
facilities.

Thank you for your consideration of this critical issue. We look forward to continuing our work
to create a more stable fiscal future for the USPS while also upholding this essential service for our

communities, state, and country.
Sincerely,

Lose. Ot Jousns

Rosa DeLauro
Member of Congress




Mike Mclntyre Michael Grimm Niki Tsongas
Member of Congress  Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

: j Mo -6/60054/

Eddie Bernice Johnspn Midhael Michaud Mo Brooks
Member of Congress Member of Congréjs Member of Congress Member of Congress

Gary, ckerman
ember of Congress Member of Congress

errold Nadler
Member of Congress

Il Gt Iz

Chellie Pingree Tim Holden David Price Ted Deutch
Member of Congress  Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

Sy G

Dan Boren Robert Brady Steve Cohen
Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress  Member of Corfgress Member of Congress

DL o5 Lo s o1 Y

Michael Capu Ruben Hinojo Lee Bobby Rush /
Member of Congress Member of Céngress  Member of Congress  Member of Congress

M.@L;ﬂ%ﬁ!ﬁ*— ‘
Loretta Sanchez Eliot angel Betty Sutton istopher Mu_fphgf_"

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress  Member of Congrgss

/8 ot

Dutch Ruppersbetger
Member of Congress

Béter DeFazio a Richardson
Member of Congress  Member of Congress

ember of Congress

rugh %ﬁ%«/

illlam Keating Marcy Kap Carol#n Maloney e Baca

Member of Congress ~ Member o¥Congress Member of Congress ’e\:mber of Congress




L"B'émey Franl{ B Danny Davys Boéby Scott 3 Eleanor Holmes Noﬁon

Member of Congress  Member of Céngress Member of Congress Member of Congress

ot —

'Sffsan Davis William Owens Adam Schiff
/ Member of Congress  Member of Congres# Member of Congress Member of Congress

Earl Blumenauer “Peter Welch
Member of Congress  Member of Congress Member of Congress ! ember of Congre

[%onard Boswell dy Chu Jérry Lostello Kathieen Hochul
Member of Congress ember ongres Member of Congress Member of Congress

a K. () ) d

Kind Albio Sires Shelley Berkley McDermott
Member of Congress  Member of Congress Member o Congress © Member of Congress

C_MQMQ@M M Diopae dhiraddo

Corrine Brown Alcee Hastings Jasqy) Altmire Donna Edwards
Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress
U KewnBase 7T V'Qf

Gene Green Karen Bass Tim Bishop
Member of.Congress  Member of Congress Member of Congress

L,
olphus Towns Woolsey
ember of Congress  Member of Congress

CarolynacCarthy g Michael Thompson

Member of Congress ~ Member of Congress




(Afe /JWQDDMD(\ Mﬂu Ve K. Blrono

André Carson Sanford Bishop ward Berman Mazie Hirono
Member of Congress  Member of Congre Member of Congress Member of Congress

A0 Y B et
, Jr.

Gerald Conae _ Jgn Schakowsky ><_ Gwen XTgbre Hank Johns
Member of Congress fember of Cong @n\ emberof Congress Member of Congress
]
. L s N ,.JQ;“ _AAA.«,;J)&@% Im
Ally#orr-&thwartz \" Sam Farr Frederica Wilson Jesse Jackson, Jr.

Member of Congress -~ Member of Congress Member of Congress  Member of Congress

'ohn Y th
Member ¢t Congress

Rick Larsen Jifn McGovern Terri Sewell
ress Member of Congress "Member of Congress Member of Congress

ammy BAldwin Jerry
Member of Congress Mem

NS

Norman Dicks Mark
Member of Congress  Membdr of Congress

Larson Louise Slauggr ?

ember of Congress Member of Congress




%M{ Ui, Hmmm(ﬁﬂ»

Ben Ray Ifjan] Hansen Clarke Nfck Rahall avid Loebshck
Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress

s il

Bennie Thompson
Member of Congress




