Grants, Resources and Notices from the Federal Government

This program provides funds for full reimbursement to the 101 MAPC communities of the purchase cost of bicycle racks. The Boston Region MPO, the MA Executive Office of Transportation, and the Federal Highway Administration have provided generous funding to support 100% reimbursement of the cost of eligible bike parking equipment bought through this program. The purchaser is, however, responsible for shipping and installation costs. 

For more info:
http://www.mapc.org/transportation/bike_parking_program/how_to_participate.html 
Contact David Loutzenheiser 617.451.2770 x2061


American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 

United States Department of Agriculture  

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 

Proposals are being accepted for the 2009 Farmers Market Promotion Program (FMPP) grant program. The Notice of Funds Available for the FMPP was published in the Federal Register on March 13, 2009. This is the fourth year of the FMPP grant program, which is authorized under the recently amended Farmer-to-Consumer Direct Marketing Act of 1976. 

AMS will award approximately $5 million in competitive funds for FMPP in Fiscal Year 2009. FMPP grants are available at levels not less than $2,500 and not more than $100,000; no matching funds are required. Proposals submitted for funding should be designed to assist in promoting, expanding, and improving domestic farmers markets, roadside stands, community-supported agriculture programs, agritourism activities, and other direct producer-to-consumer market opportunities. 

Kinds of Organizations Eligible:
Agricultural cooperatives, producer networks, producer associations, local governments, non-profit organizations, public benefit corporations, economic development corporations, regional farmers’ market authorities, and Tribal governments to consider developing proposals for this grant program. Eligible entities must be owned, operated, and located within one or more of the 50 United States and the District of Columbia. Individuals are not eligible to apply. 

For more info:
www.ams.usda.gov/fmpp

United States Department of Veteran's Affairs 

Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program

The Department of Veterans Affairs has announced the availability of funds for applications for assistance under the Capital Grant component of the Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program. These grant funds support capital improvements to housing for homeless persons.
Kinds of Organizations Eligible:

Tax-exempt, not-for-profit organizations and public agencies, including states and local governments, that are capable of creating and providing supported transitional housing for homeless veterans
For more info:
Ms. Chelsea Watson, VA Homeless Providers Grant and Per Diem Program, Department of Veterans Affairs, 10770 North 46th Street, Suite C-200, Tampa, FL 33617, telephone: (877) 332-0334,  website: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2009/E9-1509.htm 

United States Department of Justice 

Justice and Mental Health Collaboration Training and Technical Assistance Program 
FY 2009 Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 23, 2009 

Recovery Act: Assistance to Rural Law Enforcement to Combat Crime and Drugs Program 
Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 22, 2009 

Recovery Act: Correctional Facilities on Tribal Lands Program 
Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due May 4, 2009 

Recovery Act: Edward Byrne Memorial Competitive Grant Program 
Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 27, 2009 

Recovery Act: Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program 
Local solicitation
Applications are due May 18, 2009 

Recovery Act: Edward Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant (JAG) Program 
State solicitation
Applications are due April 9, 2009 

Recovery Act: State and Local Law Enforcement Assistance Program: Combating Criminal Narcotics Activity Stemming from the Southern Border of the United States 
Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 17, 2009 

Second Chance Act National Adult and Juvenile Offender Reentry Resource Center 
FY 2009 Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 20, 2009
Second Chance Act Prisoner Reentry Initiative 
FY 2009 Competitive Grant Announcement
Applications are due April 20, 2009
For other funding opportunities, visit:
www.ojp.usdoj.gov/funding/solicitations.htm
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/funding/solicitations.htm 
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/government/grant/fy09_grants_overview.pdf 

http://www.ojp.gov/BJA/funding/current-opp.html
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act contains a package of loan fee reductions, higher guarantees, new SBA programs, secondary market incentives, and enhancements to current SBA programs that will help unlock credit markets and begin economic recovery for the nation’s small business sector.


Learn more at: 

http://www.sba.gov/idc/groups/public/documents/ma_boston/ma_stimulus.pdf
***
IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Reports have been made by various SBA district offices that small businesses across the country are receiving letters on SBA letterhead offering assistance to obtain tax rebates under the recent economic stimulus legislation.  The letter also asks the small businesses to fax in a response with the name of their bank and bank account number.  These letters have not been sent by or authorized by SBA, and appear to be a fraudulent attempt to obtain financial information from the small businesses.  The Inspector General’s Office is investigating this matter and pursuing appropriate action.
The Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance (CFDA) is the primary source of federal grants program information, although actual funding depends upon annual congressional budget appropriations.  The Catalog is available free full-text on the Internet at http://www.cfda.gov/ and allows searching by keyword and by various indexes such as department, agency, program, subject, beneficiary, and applicant eligibility.

Federal grant funding opportunities are posted on the website Grants.gov http://www.grants.gov.

The website enables grant seekers to electronically find and apply for competitive grants from all federal agencies.  Again, for full program information, CFDA numbers are given. The site also allows users to receive e-mail notification of future grant opportunities, to apply for federal grants online through a unified process, and to track their grant application after submission. 

